
Well, [as I said before the start of the service] this must be the 

strangest Easter Sunday since the first one! And I’m not just saying 

that, I’ve done the research. I asked Google what bizarre or unusual 

things had happened on Easter Sundays throughout history and the 

only one I found was from 1722. Cos it was on Easter Sunday (5th 

April) of that year that the Dutch explorer Yacob Roggeveen 

discovered Easter Island! Which is surely one of the greatest 

coincidences of all time?! I mean, what are the odds of that…?! 

I have to say, I’m hugely pleased with myself for coming up with that 

joke, which will probably end up in my set when I start gigging again 

cos of course the comedy circuit, like everything else, has completely 

shut down. Which is disastrous for friends of mine who make their 

living from it. And stand-up, even more than church is very much a 

live event and doesn’t really work online… 

Having said that, I’m actually really enjoying online church and I 

think other people are too and as things stand, my plan is to keep it 

going, to continue livestreaming services even when we’re back in the 

building whenever that may be. Because the fact is, lots of people 

have joined this group who don’t even live in Kent; friends of mine 

from London, Scotland, even Australia. And g’day to you if you’re 

listening!  

And then there’s people from Wye and the other villages who don’t 

normally attend church services who are taking part in this which 

is… really interesting. You know, I’ve sat in innumerable meetings or 



conferences where we’ve asked each other – and God – what, if 

anything, we can do to reach out to people in our communities more 

effectively? But it never occurred to us that it would be shutting the 

churches! 

Of course, this wonderful wider engagement is just a positive by-

product of an otherwise horrible situation and clearly, it’ll be great 

when we can go back into our churches and worship together. I know 

we’re worshipping together now but it’s not quite the same, is it? 

We’ve sung but without an organ or band. We’ll be breaking bread 

together in a moment but there’s a debate amongst the clergy as to 

whether that constitutes a ‘real communion’. Which has actually 

annoyed me a bit. You know, people are dying, losing their loved 

ones or their jobs and here’s a bunch of vicars quibbling about 

whether or not your bread and wine is really consecrated if we 

haven’t physically touched it. Talk about angels on a pinhead… 

I don’t know. I guess it’s easy for me to say that cos, when it comes to 

the eucharist, I’m relatively low church. I have a more sociological 

understanding of what’s happening when I say the words of 

consecration (This is my body) rather than a magical one – and I use 

that word advisedly because (here’s a fun fact) some scholars believe 

that the phrase ‘hocus pocus’ was derived from the Latin for ‘This is 

my body’: Hoc est corpum meus. Cos in the past people did have 

quasi-magical beliefs about transubstantiation… 



But, for me, communion is precisely that: we break bread together to 

demonstrate our desire to be close to God – to literally have him 

inside us – and to remind ourselves that we, together, are the body of 

Christ – hence my favourite words in the communion service ‘Though 

we are many, we are one body, because we all share in the one bread’.  

Obviously, it’s not literally one bread today; we’ve all brought our 

own (giving a new meaning to the acronym BYOB!) but we’re all 

going to eat it at the same time which, for me, is the most important 

thing. Cos, like I say, I’m quite low church; but the vicar who trained 

me, John Shepherd, who many of you have met, he’s much ‘higher up 

the candle’ is the phrase we use but I know he would say – as he often 

did when he was inducting me into the mysteries of the Church of 

England ‘Well, that’s how you’re supposed to do it but at the end of 

the day, I really don’t think the Almighty’s at all bothered as long as 

your heart’s in the right place’ and I couldn’t agree more. Cos what 

did Jesus say? Well, quite a few things that are relevant here: but I’m 

thinking particularly of ‘The Sabbath was made for humanity, not 

humanity for the sabbath’ and he famously rebuked the Pharisees for 

focussing on ultimately unimportant things while neglecting ‘the 

weightier matters of the law’, for straining out gnats but swallowing 

camels, which is a fantastic image I’m sure you’ll agree… 

So I wonder what Jesus would say about the fact that our churches 

aren’t open this Easter and in this time of crisis generally?  



I know that lots of people – again, some clergy; Jack Lopresti the MP 

for Filton and Bradley Stoke in Bristol and maybe even some of you – 

are unhappy with Justin Welby and the other Bishops for shutting the 

churches not just for public services but also for private prayer; and 

even we priests can’t go in on our own anymore. So what would Jesus 

say about all that? 

Well, I’ll let my friend Jen Hindley answer that. I say friend. I’ve 

never actually met her apart from on Facebook cos she lives in the 

States; where Christians were very resistant to the idea of churches 

being closed. So just over a month ago she posted an open letter to 

churches that were considering staying open, imploring them to 

reconsider. I won’t read the whole thing now (although I did read it to 

our church council when we were first trying to work out how to 

respond to this situation here) but she concluded ‘For the love of God 

and your fellow humans, please consider opting to love your 

neighbours [the greatest commandment] in the most practical way 

possible: helping to keep them alive…’ 

Now, obviously things have moved on a lot since then and virtually 

nobody now is arguing that church services should still be happening 

– apart from a few lunatics in Brazil who, like their president 

(Bolsanaro) don’t even believe that coronavirus is real! But is there 

really a risk in people just going in to churches to pray? 

Well, quite possibly yes. So if we really mean what we say about 

safeguarding the most vulnerable (and I certainly do myself) then we 



can’t possibly take that risk; plus, if we did where would it end? As 

one of my atheist friends said in a Facebook discussion about this, ‘If 

churches are allowed to open, then I’m going to the pub!’ and it’s 

hard to argue with that. Which is why Justin’s done the right thing as 

far as I’m concerned and I truly believe that doing otherwise would 

bring the church into disrepute. 

So, as I said, this is a strange Easter. More like Easter Saturday than 

Easter Sunday: you know, we’re still waiting for Resurrection even 

though we’ve (sort of) celebrated it this morning. But then isn’t that 

the case every year..? 

Yes, Jesus triumphed over death and inaugurated a new creation 2000 

years ago but you wouldn’t really know that from looking at the state 

of the world – even before coronavirus. Death, disease and injustice 

are still sadly rampant. But that’s because while The Resurrection 

[with a capital T and a capital R] began with the resurrection of Jesus, 

it won’t be complete until God has done for everyone and indeed for 

the whole of Creation, what He did for Jesus; which is why the prayer 

of committal used in Christian funerals says ‘He will transform our 

frail bodies that they may be conformed to his glorious body, who 

died, was buried and rose again for us’.  

So, we are always in an in-between time: the kingdom of God is both 

now and not yet. And speaking of funerals, lots of people have said 

things like ‘We hope every church in the country will ring their bells 

when this is all over, to celebrate the fact that we got through this’ and 



in one sense, I’m sure that’s a great idea. It will be a huge relief. But 

already there are thousands of people who haven’t ‘got through this’: 

those who have died – like my old school-friend Adam who I heard 

about just before our Good Friday service started – and all of their 

families. They won’t be celebrating when this is over because that’s 

when they’ll start planning memorial services for their loved ones 

who, tragically, aren’t able to have proper funerals now. So, 

personally, my celebrations will be somewhat muted whenever this 

ends, out of respect and compassion for those people…  

And if that sounds a bit downbeat, well our Lord Himself cried when 

his friend Lazarus died even though he knew for a fact that he would 

rise again – twice. So, I think I’m in good company…And of course it 

is possible to hold two very different feelings in tension: sadness for 

the way things are now but joyful hope for the way things will be in 

God’s future. Amen.  


