
 

June 2020 

Dear Friends, 

Last time we wrote, we started by asking the question 
'Who likes change?'. Little did we know then just what 
huge changes were to come that would affect most of 
the world. For many these changes have been very 
traumatic and caused a complete change to their lives. 
For others, like ourselves, who work from home 
normally, the changes have been small in comparison 
and there have been so many positives. We do thank 
the Lord that He is with us in whatever situation we 
face. 

Changes .... 

• Zoom and WhatsApp calls. Our diaries seem to be 
filled with Zoom appointments!  

• Cancelled flights and travel. As you would expect 
we have not been able to visit our teams or attend 
the International meetings that were to have 
happened in Turkey last week. We were able 
though, to attend on Zoom and it went well.  

• 'Africon', the big conference we were organizing 
for our Africa teams at the end of September, has 
been cancelled.  

• Visits in the autumn Oct/Nov/Dec:  ???   We are 
waiting to see when and how travel restrictions 
and quarantines are lifted before starting to buy 
tickets. 

• Increased prayer and communication between 
and within the Africa teams and within our mission 
has been marked. Our mobiles seem to ring fairly 
constantly, but we have felt a greater closeness to 
our teams and the Lord is doing remarkable things 
in . 

• Greater use of mobile phones for ministry and 
reaching out to contacts. There is so much 
potential in the use of these little devices; many in 
our teams have taken this opportunity to make 
good use of them for ministry.  

• The new leadership in 2 countries hit the road 
running with challenges, but they, and other 
leaders are doing a really great job. One couple 
spoke of how their Bible reading on Good Friday 
had led them so clearly to stay in the country, not 
evacuate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenges…. 

Some of our teams have faced challenges apart from 
Covid-19. Célia and Momade you will remember had 
just returned from Brazil and faced floods in north 
Mozambique. In April they had to evacuate from their 
town because the radical insurgents overran the town 
and sought to bring in Islamic law. They are now based 
in the regional capital, maintaining contact with the 
groups of believers and trying to be a support. 

In Guinea-Bissau the political unrest continues, 
paralysing the government and not helping with 
combating the epidemic and the other resulting 
challenges. 

In Burundi there were tensions in the build up to the 
presidential elections last month.  

ACTS13 

The Candidate Orientation in Accra had only just begun 
when Ghana brought in the lock-down. As a result, the 
Candidates, together with the ACTS13 staff, had almost 
two months living closely on the mission compound. 
Plenty of opportunity for bonding! We praise the Lord 
that an Ethiopian couple are accepted and just waiting 
to be able to fly to G.Bissau or Ethiopia, once flights are 
resumed. The wife of a Cameroonian brother, (who 
completed the CO) needs to do her orientation before 
they can be accepted.  A Ghanaian lady almost 
completed the course and is in Ghana ministering with 
her church.  She is in touch with our folk. 
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Family 

Ruth and Mark, and Esther have all been working 

from home, with plenty to do, for which we are so 

thankful. Harvey and Sophia have loved having their 

parents around more and revelled in the glorious 

sunny days. 

 

 

 

Church and other … 

This time of ‘lockdown’ has been an 
encouraging period for the church we attend in 
Sheffield. Doors may have been closed but there 
have been new opportunities. Our Vicar has 
wonderfully catapulted us into zoom action with 
Sunday Services, and 8.00am prayers 5 days a week 
which sometimes 16 people attend, all taking turns 
in leading. Also 6 small groups called Connect 
groups have started to meet weekly, using the 
Discovery Bible Study method. We appreciate 
leading one group and the times we spend 
together.  Others have been involved in helping 
distribute food to those in our area who are 
struggling (many!). We pray this witness will bring 
people to seek Jesus, the source of this kindness 
and generosity. 

Galeed, where we both 
volunteer in teaching men’s 
English and a ladies’ open 
morning, has been closed, but we have tried to 
keep in touch with our contacts and of course, pray. 
The volunteer ladies have continued to meet 
weekly to catch up and pray, longing for God’s Spirit 
to bring these friends to meet with Jesus.  

Training:  David has been doing training to be a 
mentor for an online outreach ministry and Margie 
completed a month’s online course in Member 
care. 

 

Thank you so much for your persevering prayer for 
and encouragement to us.   

Our love and prayers for you also, 

David and Margie 

 

 

Praise *We have so much to be grateful 

for during this time: opportunities, time, 

only small changes, provision, 

completion of the second Candidate 

orientation of new African workers. 

(The couple from Ethiopia are waiting..) 

*The smooth running and outcomes of 

the IC+ conference, which comprises all 

the International leaders and the Area 

Directors. 

*The family doing so well 

Prayer* Wisdom for the Branch leaders 

as they steer the teams through this 

time; it has been quite stressful for 

several of them 

*The on-going volatile situation in 

Mozambique; Momade and Célia 

supporting the believers and seeking 

new opportunities in Pemba 

*For the Holy Spirit to keep speaking 

into the lives of our M*im friends now 

that the 4 weeks’ fasting is over 

*What should the second half of the 

year look like for our ministry? We need 

sensitivity to the Spirit’s leading. We 

also want to use the time profitably and 

allow Him to be at work in our lives. 

 * For the Sheffield church to grow in 

prayer, commitment, understanding 

and concern for those who do not know 

Jesus 

 


